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| was introduced to Christianity at a very
young age. Back in the Philippines, where | grew
up, my family and | would go to church every Sun-
day. | also went to a Christian high school and sur-
rounded myself with “Christian” friends. With all of
these Christian influences in my past, | hope I'd be
more mature in faith by now or pretty far along
with my walk with God. But it wasn’t until recently
that | realized that all those years attending ser-
vices, singing hymns, reading the bible daily, felt
“hollow “and ritualistic; as if they became more of
a systematic “chore”.

I'm sure all those influences have shaped
me for who | am today. It certainly laid some basic
foundations for my identity as a Christian. In 2003,
my mom and | immigrated to the US and had to
live with my aunt back in the Bay Area. We attend-
ed her Chinese Methodist Church in Oakland; they
had Sunday school and young adult fellowships as
well. In retrospect, | wasn’t maturing in Christ
there either. Maybe because | was young, distract-
ed, and didn’t have the right heart to grow in my
faith at the time.

In 2006 my family decided to move to Flori-
da to live with my uncle who told us about CBCCS.
Coming from a Chinese church in California, we
wanted to continue to attend one in Florida. For
close to a decade now, I've been attending CBCCS
and for the longest time I've only attended the
Sunday service and would leave immediately after.
Fellowship with the church family was non-
existent. I’'m very grateful that we have dedicated
youth leaders at CBCCS. To name a few: Eric, Dan

and Michael. | strongly believe that they are the =

reason why YAF continues to grow and be fruitful
to this day. | confess that I've made up excuses
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from attending Sunday school before. This didn’t
stop Eric from asking me almost every Sunday after
service to attend Sunday School or YAF on
Wednesday nights. After graduating from college, |
had no excuse not to attend both. Finally, attend-
ing both YAF and Sunday school has been one of
the best decisions | could have ever made in my
life.

It was in YAF that I’'ve come to realize that
my Christian life should not be separate from my
life outside of church. | find this fact very important
for every Christian. Especially when I’'m with non-
Christian friends, family or even co-workers. My
actions, reaction, and how | present myself should
be a reflection of Christ, and my motivations must
always be to glorify Him. It hasn’t been easy, but
I’'m proud to say that I’ve been bolder in declaring
my faith to everyone in my life. | pray to God that
he gives me the right words to say to those around
me who try to discredit or misconstrue my faith.

When | fall into temptation, | constantly
remind myself that in Jesus I’'m renewed by grace
and that my life is not my own so that | can turn
away from sin. It also helps that | have brothers in
Christ, and we help hold each other accountable.
I’'m encouraged because | actually feel like I'm tak-
ing steps forward and moving a part of my life that
has been stagnant for a long time. As | understand
from Baptism class, to submerge myself in water
publicly is to display and proclaim my faith to God.
| believe that I’'m ready to do so. | don’t claim to be
a perfect Christian. In fact, I'm nowhere near it.
Nevertheless, | feel being baptlzed is a blg step in
the right direction. Just as the sc ile-
cided to follow Jesu
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It was not a coincidence that | came to
know Christ. During the end of my junior year in
high school, | met Calvin Chan whom | am really
thankful for and who also goes to CBCCS. | did not
know him nor was friends with him at all during
junior year. We had to get in groups of two to do a
final project for a class, and | was put together with
Calvin. | thought he was a Buddhist, but | was sur-
prised when he told me he was so excited to go to
Fuge for the summer. | asked him more about Fuge
and the church he is at. At first | had no interest in
knowing about Christianity and God because | my-
self hated Him for not knowing who He is. After the
project, summer was approaching us. We were
friends through that project, but we didn’t keep in
touch with each other because | thought Calvin was
a little weird. But he shared with me about his tes-
timony and how Christ saved him, so | was fascinat-
ed and motivated to get to know who God is. When
Calvin came back from Fuge, he encouraged me to
visit his church, Chinese Baptist Church of Coral
Springs, to “check it out”. Well, for me, as a person
who had no idea who Christ is, it was kind of hard
to go to church, but | gave it a shot anyway. The
first Sunday service, | still remember vividly when
Pastor Scott was preaching that God is love and
grace, and this verse is printed in my heart till the
last day of mine on this earth: Romans 8:38-39 “For
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else on

all creators, will be able to separate us from the

love of God in Christ Jesus our lord.” That verse Pas-
tor Scott was preaching about has empowered me
and moved me to get to know God more. | know
that my life is broken and nothing on this earth can
heal it except for the love of Christ and his ultimate
sacrifice. Also, my family is a broken family before |
came to accept God. | thought finding attention
and love from other people was enough for me,
but | never realized people are human just like me.
They sin just like me, and eventually they will leave
me. | was depressed while in high school and want-
ed to find an easy way out of the problem. But
after | became a believer, everything was changed
one by one. | started to come to church more,
opened up with people about my current situation
and | saw everyone accept who | am and love me
for being myself, just like the unlimited love that
He was for everyone and we should follow his foot-
step. One step at a time, first | learned about who
Christ is and what he has done for us and the gos-
pel. Secondly, | want to be one of his disciples and
spread His Word. Lastly, | want to be baptized so
that | allow the church to be my witness and hold
me accountable for my words and actions. As a be-
liever, | highly believe that He had sacrificed for us
and it’s important to know and accept his death as
our savior. | am serious about my faith and want to
get baptized with Chinese Baptist Church of Coral
Springs.

(Sister Hsu was baptized on December 06, 2015)
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. — " My Testimony

Joy is the moment your granddaughter
rushing towards you with her giggling excited
laugh, arms half raised and ready to be hugged.
She yelled, “Gong Gong”. | embraced her. She held
me tight. “Naya, my pretty girl”, | said. | felt her
taut body. | felt her excitement. | love her. My
grandson Nolan came hugging with us. He is my
most favorite grandson although | only have one.
This happened the moment | stepped out of my
ride in front of my daughter’s house.

Everything | work for is worth that moment.

| struggled hard for it and | earned it; never realiz-
ing it’s God'’s gift and His blessing to me and my
family.

Telling my grandchildren Bible story every
night when | was with them has been my duty.
They long for it and Nolan remembers every story.
This has been a challenge because | have to read,
remember, and organize my thoughts in order to
“tell” a story.

| enjoy being with kids. After my retirement
| worked with the NYC Education Department tu-
toring elementary school kids for three years.
Again, | prepared the topics and subjects the same
way | prepared to tell a Bible story.

Page 11

Telling Bible stories has brought me closer
to God. My life since kindergarten have been with
God, at least that’s what | thought. When people
ask me my belief, my answer was “l am a Chris-
tian”. | was wrong.

My moving to Florida give me the oppor-
tunity and time to know much more about Jesus
and get to understand His teachings, His love, His
sacrifices and His promises. Pauline and | searched
for a Church and we found one: Chinese Baptist
Church of Coral Springs.

| want to thank all the Church members
who have so generously welcomed us. Especially, |
like to thank Deacon Bill who has been my mentor;
Cletus, David and John in the men’s Bible study
group who hand-hold me to this day of my Bap-
tism.

I shall make it right.

(Brother Ho is scheduled to be baptized on
December 09, 2018)

HiHEH SR 2 St B50U-1-7<Hf The Light of Coral Springs Issue 46



uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

. &

OAFEAZAM WALES - 2F >~ AE HEUNE - LEHME wHSSAE -
OARTTIZF, —FHMEH - wF EBRMEH, FHFABERTHRIEL -

. ORMHR

c BTG - wE/AITEXFH, W MR H UUMicrosoft Word # £ X F AR BEREF L
: guanglongzhu@yahoo.com

FEREEERBAL -

BE - BEANEHRERTRN BAZAEHHRE -

. O RER B AR T B -

AXXARTARX ey

AXXARTARX

Guidelines for articles
©The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to communicate through written words. We

therefore welcome your articles, including : devotion, sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems and so on. In

order to encourage a greater variety of contribution.

¢ ©The Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year. Please submit your article at
anytime.

©Please type your article on Microsoft Word and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhu : guanglongzhu@yahoo.com
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©The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish articles.
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